Our 2021-2022 school year is off to a great start!

Thank you for your partnership in keeping our school community healthy and safe! Please be
sure to review our detailed School Reopening Plan on our school website. Also, we need every
family to complete the Daily Health Screening Checklist. It’s a great idea to print out a copy and
hang it on your family refrigerator so it’s “top of mind” every day. It is crucial to keep students
home if they do not feel well or exhibit ANY symptoms of illness.
St. Joseph School will update, change, or modify our mitigation strategies based on positivity
rates within the school community or as recommended or required by the Archdiocese of St.
Paul/Minneapolis, as well as federal or state agencies.
• In the event of an increase of positive COVID-19 cases in our school community, we
may require students and staff to wear face coverings.
• For each positive case with exposure that occurs in a classroom the entire class will be
required to wear a face covering for seven days from exposure.
• All volunteers and visitors will be required to wear a face covering when visiting St.
Joseph School during school hours, which will help limit exposure.

Kelly Roche, St. Joseph School Principal
Beth Reilly, School Nurse
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Friday, September 9 (Day 5)
Monday, September 13 (Day 6)

8:10AM
8:20AM

Mom’s in Prayer, Room 115
All School Convocation
Outside!

Tuesday, September 14 (Day 1)

10:00AM

Catholic High Schools visit
8th grade students

8:30AM

Opening of School Mass
Grade 8 is planning
VIRTUAL Parent
Information Night.
Details to come!

Wednesday, September 15 (Day 2)
Thursday, September 16 (Day 3)

7:00PM

Friday, September 17 (Day 4)

School Pride Day! Wear the school colors
of green, black, yellow, or white!

Monday, September 20 (Day 5)

8:10AM
8:20AM

Mom’s in Prayer, Room 115
All School Convocation

Tuesday, September 21 (Day 6)

6:00PM

Gala Committee Meeting,
Room 115

6:30PM

Home & School Meeting
Room 101
All are invited!

8:30AM

All School Mass, grade 7 is
planning

Wednesday, September 22 (Day 1)

Thursday, September 23 (Day 2)
Friday, September 24 (Day 3)

What is up with the blue and gold colors?
Our middle school students participate in band at Rosemount
Middle School, which uses blue and gold cycle days. You
will see that these colors will be used on this page to
assist those families with students in band.

Harvest Festival
October 1st & 2nd, 6-9 pm
Friday, October 1st
To ensure that you get your Pork Chop-On-A-Stick purchase your ticket
ahead of time! Tickets are available in the church office, following Sunday masses, or online. The “meal option” also includes fries, veggies
and dip, and a festive fall cookie. Pork Chops are $5 and the meal is $10.
Cash, check, or card payment.
Saturday, October 2nd
To ensure that you get our famous Harvest Festival Chicken Dinner
which includes broasted chicken, mashed potatoes & gravy, coleslaw,
dinner roll, and dessert provided by The Rosemount and a beverage,
purchase your tickets ahead of time. Tickets are available for purchase
in the church office, following Sunday masses, or online! Dinner tickets
are $12 each. Max family cost is $48. Take-Out meals are also available!
Both Nights Include
Games & inflatable for kids of all ages, Wine Pull, Punch Wall, and BINGO! Beer & Wine, Sweet Temptations (chocolates) and Rita's Ice. Bid on
your favorite themed basket that will be available both nights. Many
great baskets to be had! Bidding closes at 8:30 pm Saturday. Also raffle
tickets available with a top prize of $3,000 and eight other prizes (need
not be present to win) turn in of ticket deadline 8:30 pm Saturday.

Our goal is to raise $32,000 to update our video/AV system in
the church for mass, wedding, and funerals.
Let's make this a successful event! We can only do that with
YOUR help! Please sign-up to volunteer after mass or online!
We can't wait to see you there!

Purchase Tickets & Volunteer at: www.stjfestival.org

School Pride
?
School Pride
Day is an
opportunity
for our
students to be
out of
uniform!
Students can
wear school
pride wear or
the school
colors of
green, black,
white or gold.
8:30AM
9:40AM
10:50AM

Soccer at St. Joe’s!

Boys vs. St. Joe’s WSP
7/8th girls vs. St. Joe’s WSP
5/6th girls vs. St. Johnny B.

at Flint Hills
at Flint Hills
at Flint Hills

Flint Hills Recreation Complex is our home field, located just
west of Akron on Bonaire.
With 47 students in grades 5—7 playing, it will be an exciting
season! Come out and cheer them on!

Availability of Uniform 1/2 zips, crewnecks, and school pride wear
Many of you school families have probably experienced shortages or
supply-chain issues with items that you've ordered or tried to purchase.
This has been a problem industry-wide in recent months. And
unfortunately, Donald's, our uniform supplier, has been experiencing the
same issues in procuring some of our items from the distributors. The
order that was placed very early August, is currently being embroidered
and we expect to receive it soon. Another order, placed in late August, is
being put together for the embroiderers, but there are some items on
back order. However, once we receive that later order, we should for the
most part, be able to fill the current orders submitted so far. Also,
because of the scarcity of some items, distributors are raising prices on
some, but Donald's is trying to keep as low as possible.
As parents, this is what we ask for any future order you wish to place.
Please use the red or green order forms that were included in the
summer packet (or obtain from school). Be sure to include your email
address or phone number. Don't include a check until we can verify if the
item you are ordering is available. You'll be notified of the order status,
and if the item is available, you'll receive an email/or call with the amount
due. At that point, you can give the go-ahead or not. If you have any
specific questions, please direct them to
joyce.quy@stjosephcommunity.org
Thanks for your understanding of this, hopefully short, glitch in the
ordering process.

Have you joined your child’s
class Facebook Group?
Preschool
Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
St. Joseph School
Facebook Page

Sunday Readings and Backgrounds
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading I : Isaiah 50:5-9a
The Lord God is my help.
• The first reading from the prophet Isaiah is from the Songs of the Suffering Servant.
• The servant acts as a prophet to bring the word of God to those with afflictions.
• Even when the cost is great, the servant is faithful to his mission.
Reading II : James 2:14-18
What good is it to say you believe, if you don’t practice it?
• The reading from the Letter of James tells us that faith without works is dead.
• Such a faith does not lead to life.
• The kinds of works that Jesus calls us to can be done if we walk in the way of Jesus, with the grace
of God as our help.
Gospel : Mark 8:27-35
Who do you say that I am?
• Jesus knew that the way of suffering, death and resurrection was predestined for him by God.
• Through this as in all things, God, his Father would be his help.
• Followers of Jesus are called to deny themselves by actively responding to the needs of others,
even if the cost is one’s life.

Activities of the Week

Choose one of the following activities as a way to further reflect on the Sunday readings:
• We are called to carry our crosses. For your prayer time this week, gather family members in a
circle. If you have a crucifix, pass it around the circle. If you do not have a crucifix or cross, make
one. Explain: “When the cross is passed to you, quietly pray for strength to carry your own cross. As
you wait to hold the cross, silently pray for whoever is holding the cross.”
• To help your family understand what it means to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, use the following activity:
Take off your shoes and trace one of your feet on a sheet of paper. Cut out the outline of your foot.
Write down inside the foot how you can follow in Jesus’ footsteps at home, at school or at work.
After each family member has completed the activity, place each person’s foot on the floor to create
a path. Gather around the footsteps and talk about what it means to follow in Jesus’ footsteps.
• The choice to follow Jesus includes carrying one’s cross. What is the cross that you carry today?
How does Jesus help you carry your cross?
• Create a poster with your family. On the poster, write ways your family can follow in the footsteps of
Jesus. Some suggestions include: Helping one another with household tasks. Visiting someone who
is homebound. Being compassionate and listening to one another. Volunteering to help with a
parish project that serves the poor.

