
 

The COVID-19 situation is a rapidly changing one.  

Information in this document is current as of August 4, 2020, and is subject to change.  

Q-1: If a parent, spouse or other household member that lives with a student or 
staff member tests positive, is this considered a confirmed case in the school?  

A-1: Assuming the infected individual did not enter the school, this would not be 
considered a confirmed case in the school. The student or staff member who lives with 
the infected individual would be considered a close contact and would be asked to self- 
quarantine for 14 days. Note: If the student or staff member develops symptoms and/or 
tests positive while in quarantine, a new case investigation and 10-day isolation period 
would begin.  

Q-2: If one student in a classroom tests positive for COVID-19, is everyone in 
that same classroom considered a close contact?  

A-2: Each positive case within a classroom will be investigated to determine if other 
students/staff are close contacts (The CDC defines a close contact as any individual 
who was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days 
before illness onset or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to positive specimen 
collection until the time the patient is isolated). Close contacts will be notified and will 
need to complete a 14-day quarantine period to monitor for symptoms.  

 
Q-3: Will St. Joseph School be notified if one of their staff or students is 
identified as a close contact of someone testing positive for COVID-19?  

A-3: No. The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) will alert a school any time one of 
their students becomes a positive case. Through conversation with an infected 
individual (or a student’s parent/guardian), MDH will work to identify close contacts, 
including school close contacts. MDH will notify close contacts of potential exposure 
and direct the individual to self-quarantine for 14 days from the last exposure. Close 
contacts will receive a written notification at the beginning of their quarantine period 
specifying their completion date for quarantine. If an individual becomes symptomatic 



 

and tests positive during their quarantine, they will begin a 10-day isolation period from 
the date of their symptom onset.  

Q-4: If St. Joseph School is notified mid-day of a positive case within our 
building, is the recommendation to immediately close the building in order to 
prepare for cleaning or close at the end of the school day?  

A-4: MDH would not recommend school closure mid-day. Dismissal at the end-of-day is 
appropriate. Currently, CDC recommends waiting 24 hours, if feasible, before cleaning 
and disinfecting an affected area. Reinforce the importance of mitigation strategies 
such as social distancing, hand washing, symptom screening, cloth face coverings, etc.  

Q-5: If a student who is identified as a close contact by the MDH tests negative 
for COVID-19 during the 14-day quarantine period, can they return to school?  

A-5: No. If a student tests negative during their quarantine period, the individual still 
needs to remain in quarantine until 14 days have passed since their last exposure.  
 
Q-6: When a student has been identified as a close contact or has tested 
positive for COVID-19, do we need to receive confirmation from the MDH before 
excusing them from school, or will a parent’s word suffice?  

A-6: For a close contact, MDH alerts individuals directly. It is up to the individual 
identified as the close contact to let the school know of this status. For a positive case, 
MDH will contact the school. An individual may receive notification of a positive case 
from their healthcare provider sooner than the MDH receives notification of the case. It 
would be advisable for the school to excuse based on the report from the parent, as 
MDH notification may be delayed.  

Q-7: Will the MDH let school officials know when a student can return to 
school, whether they’re a close contact or a confirmed case?  

A-7: MDH will alert a school of any student in the school who has tested positive, but 
the department will not alert the school when an individual (positive case or close 
contact) is released from isolation or quarantine. MDH will provide a letter to positive 
cases who complete their isolation period indicating they can return to school. The 



 

MDH will also provide a letter to the close contacts at the beginning of their quarantine 
period which will identify the completion date for quarantine. Parents will be responsible 
to provide these letters to the school. tion Control  

Q-8: Is the state of Minnesota requiring students and staff to wear masks? Does 
this apply to nonpublic school students and staff? 

A-8: Yes. Executive order 20-81, states that all K-12 students, including Catholic 
school students, wear face coverings inside the school building. In our desire to work 
collaboratively with public officials in the spirit of public health and the common good. 
In our preparations for the start of a safe and healthy school year, our Building 
Reopening Committee developed a reasonable and thoughtful approach to wearing 
face coverings in school. 

The Archdiocese is working with the Walz Administration to give schools greater 
flexibility to ensure educational quality and the health and wellbeing of their students 
and community. It is also our expectation that our Catholic school students will be able 
to share equitably in the services and funding the Governor has made available to all 
Minnesota students, which includes access to both cloth and re-usable face coverings. 

This is a difficult issue and not the way many of us had planned to start the school 
year. We are grateful for your continued patience and flexibility as we work to keep our 
students, teachers and community healthy and safe as we prepare for in-person 
learning. 

What this Order means for your child (based on what we know today): 

-All K-8 students are required to wear a face covering that covers the nose and mouth. 

 -A face shield (clear plastic shield worn in front of the face) may be used for students 
who cannot wear a face mask. 

-Teachers will be instructed in proper techniques for wearing facemasks and will use 
positive behavioral strategies to encourage the safe wearing of facemasks in school. 
No student will be punished or singled-out for his or her inability to wear a face 
covering. 



 

-Students will not be wearing coverings during recess, physical education class, 
outdoor learning, or lunch. 

 -We will be scheduling additional “mask breaks” for students. 

We ask you to work with your children and make a good-faith effort to help your child 
wear a facemask. Parents may opt to send their child to school with a face shield if 
wearing a face mask is not possible. We will work to make reasonable 
accommodations for those students who may not be able to wear a face covering due 
to a medical condition, mental health condition or disability that makes it unreasonable 
to wear a face covering.  In the upcoming weeks we will be in close communication 
with our families with more information. 

Q-9: Many people with COVID-19 are asymptomatic. Should we still 
screen students for temperature and symptoms?  

A-9: On July 23, CDC released new guidance specific to screening. This guidance 
does not recommend universal screening of students be conducted by schools. The 
guidance does say that parents/caregivers should conduct daily monitoring of their 
children for signs of infectious illness, and students who are sick should not attend 
school in-person.  

Q-10: Will teachers use clear face shields in place of cloth masks, so students 
can pick up on facial cues and mouth formations?  

A-10: Yes. From a public health perspective, clear face shields are a tool for protection 
against COVID-19, specifically around the eyes, but they do not replace face coverings 
due to large gaps on the side and bottom. From an educational perspective, clear face 
shields may be appropriate when it is important that students can see a teacher’s facial 
expressions and mouth movements; for example, in the case of teaching English 
language learners and students who are deaf or hearing impaired.  

Q-11: How do we handle students who are wearing the same masks over and 
over without washing? Do the masks become less effective in that case?  



 

A-11: Cloth masks should be washed regularly. The CDC offers information on How 
to Wash Cloth Face Coverings. 

 
Please see Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Preparing for a Safe Return to School, Operating Schools During 

COVID-19 and other resources available at:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html

